
2016 Summer Newsletter3

Website
www.briarcliffhistory.org

E-Mail
mail@briarcliffhistory.org

Phone
(914) 941-4393

2016 Spring- Newsletter
Sy Schulman History 
Award – 2016 Awardees
BMSHS’s Alex Vastola & Michael Feist

In 2014 the Westchester County Historical So-
ciety (WCHS) inaugurated an award to honor 
the life and work of WCHS trustee Sy Schul-
man, who died in 2012.  Schulman had a sig-
nificant role in shaping the Westchester we 
know today as the county’s chief planner and 
planning commissioner in the 1960s.  Through 
his life he championed the cause of preserv-
ing and promoting the history of the county.  
The award is given annually to individual/s 
or organization/s that have demonstrated a 
strong commitment to historical research, his-
toric preservation, and/or the teaching of local 
history, and have, as a result, elevated the public’s appreciation of the history of Westchester County.  

Alexander S. Vastola, Museum of the City of New York intern, and Michael E. Feist, Wikipedian, both of the BMSHS, bril-
liantly talented, young men who love history and have done exceptional work, will be among an outstanding group of four, 
including Brother Harry M. Dunkak, Ph.D., C.F.C., Emeritus Professor History at Iona College and Gloria P. Pritts, Village 
Historian, Village of Mamaroneck, who will receive this prestigious award.  As a group they represent young, enthusiastic 
people in the history field as well as seasoned Westchesterites who have “toiled in the fields” for years and years.  Friends 
of the Old Croton Aqueduct and the Untermeyer Gardens Conservancy in Yonkers were the first recipients of this coveted 
award.  

Sunday, June 12, 2:30 PM the awards will be given at the 142nd Annual Meeting of the WCHS, which will be held at the 
Woolworth Chapel at Woodlawn Cemetery.  We don’t think it could be possible to be more proud of them than we are!  Hur-
ray for Michael and Alex!!

L-R, Michael Feist, Bob Fetonti, trustee, Alex Vastola and 
Professor Colbert Nepaulsingh, NYU Albany.

“Money Man: Frank A. Vanderlip” Documentary

Get Your Tickets! Get Your Tickets!

Showing at the Clear View School Theater

Saturday, June 18, 2 PM

Reception to Follow at the Beachwood Ballroom

$45/person. Going Fast!! Producer Vicki Mack, straightening tie of 
Frank stand-in Trustee, George Behling.
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Benefactor Memberships
Boe, Carl & Mimi 
Cowie, Chris & Susan 
Feist, Arnold, Carine, 
 Michael & Nathan 
Nolan, Ed & Elaine 
Quigley, Matthew & Nina Bogosian
Straight, Elizabeth Austell
Vastola, Eugene Anna Bogdanow, 

MD & Alex
Wagner, Chip & Jan
Patron Memberships
Caspar, David & Jelane
Code, Howard & Susan
Kane, David & Siegrun
Wilson, Mark & Denise Rempe
Sponsor Memberships
Adams, Anne
Allen, Jeffrey & Mary Dale
Austin, Keith & Joan
Bosak,  Barry & Midge 
Buerger, Ted & Helen
Emerson, Dede
Fetonti, Bob & Lorrie
Henderson, Patty
Leihbacher, Tom & Rachel
McGarrity, Tom & Meg
Miller, DDS, Allan &  

Hannah Berkowitz, Esq.

O’Brien, Bob & Cathy
Peterson, Robert
Smith, Karen
Sullivan,Esq., Lori & Peter Francese
Watson, Stephen & Mary Lynn
Family Memberships
Barkley, Byron & Debbie
Borrelli, Joe & Colleen
Carpentier, Marie
Feher, David & Gwen
Gausepohl, Mark & Sheri
Mickel, John & Carol
Morrison, George & Mirla
Myers, Tom & Shannan
Owens, Peter & Myla
Rigney, Jack & Karen
Saper, Steve & Shelley Glick
Schultz, Steve & Marilyn
Scudo, Sally & Patrick Reilly
Tobin, Beverly & Eugene
Turshen, Doug & Rachel
VanSteen, John & Deborah
Wayne, Larisa & Bill Paulmeno
Whitson, Bob & Yvonne
Zirman, Bryan & Rori
Seniors (2) Memberships
Aisenbrey, Stu & Bev
Comiskey, Tom & Beatrix
Corfield, MD, Peter & Gillian

Cryan, John & Maria
Grund, Victor & Joan
Guardenier, Bill & Elizabeth
Hiller, Sid & Lana
Holmquist, Eric & Ragnhild
Kotter, Bruce & Marie
Messina, MD, Ed & Tina
Molinelli, Mike & Gina
Nechis, Mal & Joan
Netburn, Malcolm & Susan
Sader, Ray & Marion
Satlin, Sheldon & Doris
Seideman, Betty
Vincent, Tom & Barb
Williams, Gray & Marian
Yuter, Sy & Elinor
Individual Memberships
Burachok, Marta
Cohn, Carol
Eldredge, Cynthia
Giam, JoAnn
Greenblatt, Melinda
Jackson, Ted
Lynch, Carolyn
Nepaulsingh, Colbert
Stroobants, Hank
Zawacki, Kathleen

Senior (1) Membership
Alenstein, Mary

Bergman, Ruth
Bersito, Lois
Blockley, Kaye 
Cerrone, Bob 
Chervokas, Roseanna 
Dick, Janet
DiMase, Frances
Florent, MaryJane
Harrison, Dan 
Hoffman, Pete 
Horkans Wilma Jean 
Lasher, Carol 
Lichter, Risa
Limongelli, DDS, William
Miluszewicus, Joe
Mirsky, Sandy 
Oechsner, Carl 
O’Loughlin, John
Olson, Maxine
Peterson  Rhoda 
Porter, Henrietta
Ravosa, Claire 
Reynolds, Cal
Ruffner, Nancy
Semisa, Aurelia
Sottile, Vincent
Strauss, Lore
Truslow, Janet
Williams, Barbara
Willner, Susan

Letter from the Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough Historical Society President
This is our Late Spring Newsletter, although summer seems to be here.  It is a bit late but we have been amazingly 
busy.  Just recall…

• The month-long exhibition of historical maps with related contemporary pictures on the library’s second 
floor

• Hundreds of historic maps that were salvaged from the shredder and are being processed

• Annual Meeting with Jean Zimmerman – The Women of the House – the story of the Philipse family as told 
with emphasis on the women

• Michael Molinelli’s two intriguing programs on architecture in Westchester

• The history of the preservation movement of New York City given by Prof. Anthony Wood

• “Who Is This?” mystery series, which gradually revealed the face of Lt. John Kelvin Koelsch, Medal of Honor 
recipient, who, it will be our privilege to honor with a plaque in Law Park on Veterans Day, November 11

• A large, new closet has been built for us and is almost ready to store our archives

And we have interacted with visitors and supporters, including Walter Law’s great great grandson, Michael Law 
Franchot, from Atlanta, and Judge William Whitson Groff, great great grandson of Richard Whitson, from New 
Hampshire.  They became aware of us through our website and planned a visit. 

Please keep your eyes open for further activities and opportunities.  There will be many you will not want to miss!  
And, of course, none of these accomplishments or future plans would be possible without you continued support.  
We look forward to your being a 2016 member.  Please send your dues in the enclosed envelope, if you haven’t 
already done so.  We wholeheartedly encourage you to join us as Caretakers of Our Heritage.

Sincerely, 

2016 Membership to date
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2015 BMSHS Membership List

Benefactor Memberships
Boe, Carl & Mimi  
Curran, Connie & John
Elkes, Steven & Mitzi
Gioscia, MD, Michael  & Clorissa
Nolan, Edward  & Elaine
Payne, Edwin & Claire
Quigley, Matthew & Nina 

Bogosian  
Rittinger, James & Kathy  
Vastola, Eugene &   

Anna Bogdanow  
Wagner, Chip & Jan 

Patron Memberships
Banino, Charles & Amy 
Caramanica, John & Lisa 
Code, Howard & Susan 
Gartner, Gary & Deidre 
Kane, David & Siegrun 
McGinty, Gregory Francis 
Nichols, Norman & Myrtle 
Pedowitz, Larry & Kathleen 
The Clear View School, Charles 

Devlin 

Sponsor Memberships
Austin, Keith & Joan 
Bauer, Wilhelma 
Briarcliff Chamber of Commerce
Buerger, Ted & Helen
Chaudhari, Karin 
Citron, Gerald & Millicent  
Davis, Jr., Tom & Kathy
DeRose, Cesare & Beatrice 
Emerson, Dede
Eschweiler, Peter & Mickie
Feher, David & Gwen
Garrison, Bruce & Dide 
Gilbert, Barbara  
Hegarty, Michael & Anita 
Holzer, Stuart & Rhoda
Kahn, MD, David & Diane 
Leichtling, Michael  & Arlene 
Little, Bob & Mary
Malech, Ken & Betty 
McCain, Sean & Kiana 
McGarrity, Tom & Meg
Miller, DDS, Allan &   

Hannah Berkowitz 
Naclerio, Richard & Elisa 
Neider, Calvin & Phyllis 
O’Brien, Bob & Cathy 
Pitman, Jennifer 
Reusch, Germaine  
Santiago, Mark & Adeline Olmen
Saunders, Andrew & Sharon
Smith, Karen
Tung, Andrew & Ellen

Van Hengel, Drusilla R.
Whitson Family Trust 
Zuydhoek, Paul & Tamar Halpern

Family Memberships
Barkley, Byron & Debbie  
Beebe, Tyler & Brooke 
Behling, George & Elaine 
Beicke, Bob & Joan 
Blake, Virginia 
Bloom, Bruce & Janice  
Bogart, Chris & Elizabeth 

O’Connell  
Bombassei, Jim & Casey Ann
Carpentier, Marie 
Cartenuto, David & Christina 
Chalsen, Christopher & Georgine
Cohen, Steven & Linda 
Cross, Kenneth & Doreen 
Curran, Morgan & Caroline 
Daly, Tom & Trudy 
DeFino, Ralph & Anne
Feher, David & Gwen 
Feist, Arnold & Carine 
Forde, MD, Kenneth & Kareitha
Halper, Stuart & Stacy 
Hill, Douglas & Virginia 
Johnson, Jr., Bill & Debra 
Kail, Ken  & Ivy Hwang 
Karp, Larry & Liz 
Kostman, Stan & Barbara 

Cochran 
Kraft, MDs, David & Anita
LaBruzzo, Carl & JoAnn 
Manuele, John & Lisa 
Mayas, Albert & Francine 
McGrath, Jr., Tom & Barbara 
Merryman IV, Andy & Mary
Mesiti, Franco & Martha
Messer, Eric & Hillary 
Mickel, John & Carol 
Morrison, George & Mirla 
Mosenthal, Scott & Pam
Myers, Tom & Shannan 
Nichols, Allen & Myrtle
Pastore, Jr., Ph.D., Joe & Pattie
Patella, Paul & Anne Marie
Rinzler, James & Melissa
Saper, Steven & Shelley Glick 
Schrader, Agnes & John Logan 
Scudo, Sally & Patrick Reilly 
Simons, John & Betsy 
St. Lawrence, David & Rosa 
Towbin, Carl & Twilia 
Van Steen, John & Deborah 
Varvaro, Steven & Mattie 
Whitson, Robert & Yvonne 
Williams, Morton & Grazia Girod
Wolf, Morton & Penny 

Zegarelli, Phil & Barbara 
Zielinski, Eric & Michelle 
Zirman, Bryan & Rori 

Seniors (2) Memberships
Aisenbrey, Stuart & Bev  
Barnes, Bill & Ani 
Bosak, Barry & Midge  
Braun, Norm & Janet  
Comiskey, Tom & Beatrix  
Corfield, Peter & Gillian 
Cryan, John & Maria  
Franco, Tony & Edith  
Grant, Alan & Michelle  
Grund, Victor & Joan  
Herbek, Richard & Linda  
Holmquist, Eric & Ragnhild  
Jusko, Ed  & Delores  
Kotter, Bruce & Marie  
Mendelsohn, Jim & Michlle  
Molinelli, Mike & Gina  
Moylan, Jerry & Margaret  
Nechis, Mal & Joan 
Netburn, Malcolm & Susan  
Sader, Ray & Marion 
Satlin, Sheldon & Doris 
Seideman, Betty  
Shanahan, John & Monica  
Vincent, Tom & Barb 
Williams, Gray & Marian  
Williams, Paul & Phyllis

Individual Memberships
Amicucci, Phyllis  
Andrews, Patricia  
Austin, Sandra 
Fetonti, Bob
Filardi, Anna 
Fitzgerald, Anne 
Gaffney, Tom 
Giam, JoAnn 
Greenblatt, Melinda 
Hernandez, Miguel
Lewis, Barbara Anna 
Lynch, Carolyn  
McCarville, Michael 
McGuire, Carol 
Myers, Louisa 
Nepaulsingh, Bert 
Paulmeno, Larisa 
Remy, Marilyn 
Stroobants, Hank 
Wetzel, Bill 
Zawacki, Kathleen Reilly

Senior (1) Membership
Alenstein, Mary 
Beck, Rosalyn  
Bergman, Ruth 

Bernstein, Barbara  
Bernstein, Nadia 
Blockley, Kaye 
Cerutti, Kathleen 
Chervokas, Roseanna 
Chu, Frances
Corcoran, Dennis
Dick, Janet
DiMase, Frances 
Epstein, Ellen
Florent, Mary Jane
Fogel, Natalie
Gentile, Charles 
Golden, Meryl
Graham, Audrey  
Graves, Bruce 
Haimowitz, Raphaelle 
Harrison, Dan 
Horkans, Wilma Jean 
Isaac, Helene
Kelleher, Gale
Kelly, Elizabeth 
Kwiat, Barbara 
Lasher, Carol 
Lichter, Risa 
Lieberfreund, Stanley 
Limongelli, William 
Lo Duca, Gaspare
Lyden, John
May, Audrey 
McGinnis, Eva Marie 
McKay, Lowen 
Mezzatesta, Diane 
Mirsky, Sandy 
Neubauer, George
Oechsner, Carl
Olson, Maxine
Paddock, JoAnn
Parker, Caroline 
Peterson, Rhoda 
Petroni, Violet 
Porter, Henrietta 
Ravosa, Claire
Reynolds, Calvin
Richter, Sharon
Ruffner, Nancy
Schneider, Sandra 
Schwartz, Margaret  
Schwartz, Esther  
Semisa, Aurelia  
Seredynski, Marcia 
Springer, Todd 
Strauss, Lore  
Williams, Barbara

Life Membership
Sharman, William 
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Walter Law, as a boy and as a man, used to write thoughts 
and ideas to live by in a pocket-sized notebook.  Early 
in the 1900s some of them were printed in a little blue 
booklet called “Dalmeny Mottoes.”  The word “Dalmeny” 
comes from the name of the estate of the Earl of Roseber-
ry, Scotland, near Edinburgh, close to where Law grew up 
and a place he visited often. “He liked the name Dalmeny 
so gave it to one of the earliest-named roads,” reported 
Mr. Alfred Pearson, an early recorder of Briarcliff history.  
A large, three-story boarding house/dormitory was built 
by Mr. Law on Dalmeny Road for some of his agricul-
ture workers.  The building was towards the southern end 
where Dalmeny turns into Scarborough Road.  Law had 
some of these mottoes printed and “posted” to remind his 
men of his philosophy.
Which one is your favorite?

Law’s Laws
• If a man disappoints me once, it is my misfortune.  If he disappoints me twice, it is my fault!
• No one could tell me where my soul might be:  I searched for God, but God eluded me.  I sought my brother, 

and I found all three.
• I slept and dreamed that life was beauty.  I walked, and found that life was duty.
• He that knows not, and knows not that he knows not, is a fool – shun him.
• He that knows, and knows not that he knows, is asleep – wake him.
• He that knows, and knows that he knows, is wise – follow him.
• Never worry over the things you cannot help, worry rather over those you can overcome.
• A man must be greater than the difficulty, not the difficulty greater than the man.
• What the world hungers for is achievement.
• If you set your target in the skies you will shoot higher 

than if you set it in a bus.
• Were I so tall to reach the clouds, Or grasp the ocean in 

my span, I must be measured by my soul:  The mind’s 
the standard of the man.

• Wash ye, Make you Clean.
• That man is in heaven now, whose character is in har-

mony with God.   —Rev. Alex. MacColl.
• God hath given thee to thyself and saith, “I have none 

more worthy of trust than thee; keep this man such as 
he was made by Nature, Reverent, Faithful, High, Un-
terrified, Unshaken of Passion, Untroubled.”

• “If a Cobbler by trade, I’ll make it my pride the best 
of all Cobblers to be; and if only a Tinker, no Tinker 
on earth shall mend an old kettle like me.”    

Walter W. Law’s Maxims for Living
or “Dalmeny Mottoes”

The patriarch was Walter William Law, center, (Kidderminster, 
England b. 11-13-1837 d. 1-18-1924).  His wife was Georgina 

Ransom Law, left.  There were three sons:  Walter W. Law, Jr.; Arthur 
Ransom Law (who died in infancy); and Henry Herbert Law.   
Georgie (nee Law) Ransom Penman was the first daughter; 

Carolyn “Patty” (nee Law) Adela Fotterall, second; Edith Bird (nee 
Law) Brockelman, third; and Martha Janet (nee Law) Macy Kerr, 

fourth daughter.

Men’s three-story dormitory on Dalmeny Road.
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Rob Yasinsac says Law’s father gave 
Walter this motto when he was 8-9 
years old.

• A soft answer turneth away wrath.
• He is wise who talks but little.
• Speak gently – it is better far to rule by 

love, than fear.
• How poor are they that have not pa-

tience.
• An ounce of help is worth a pound of 

pity.
• To be without evil thoughts is God’s best 

gift.
• Courage profits a man nought if God 

denies His aid.
• Doing good is the only certainly happy 

action of a man’s life.
• They are never alone who are accompanied with noble thoughts.
• Seek to find your happiness in limitation of your desires, not in the gratification of them.
• Some have meat but cannot eat, And some have none, and want it; But I have meat and I can eat, And so the 

Lord be thanked.
• “It is God that girdeth me with strength and maketh my way perfect.”  – David
• A wise son maketh a glad father, but a foolish son is a heaviness to his mother.
• The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
• The earth is crammed with Heaven, and every common bush afire with flames of God.  But only he who sees 

takes off his shoes.
• I will either find a way or make one.
• Either complete, or do not attempt.
• “Whoever strives after the perfect, strives after the Divine, for the Divine is perfect.”  – Micheal Angelo (sic)
• If ought good thou canst not say, of thy brother, foe or friend, take thou then the silent way, lest in word thou 

may’st offend.
• Whoever you are be noble, whatever you do do well, whenever you speak speak kindly, bring joy wherever 

you dwell.
• “The greatest thing in life is energy with a noble purpose; once fixed, then victory.” – Goethe
• He is never alone who is accompanied by noble thoughts.
• “Nay, falter not, ‘tis an assured good to seek the noblest. ‘Tis your only good when you have seen it, or this 

higher vision poisons all meaner choice forevermore.”  (Law’s friend, Andrew Carnegie said this was his fa-
vorite motto.  Mr. Carnegie said of Law, “Mr. Law owns his money, it does not own him.” Outlook Magazine, 
May 16, 1908, p. 107.)

• Nothing is good enough if it can be bettered.
• The aids to noble life are within thee.
• The world hungers for achievement.  I will either fnd a way or make one!

And his pastor for ten years, Rev. Alexander MacColl, said of him on his 70th birthday, “He has a genius for 
achievement and has been laying the foundation of a community which will live long after him and bear the 
stamp of his own spirit.”  Hear, hear…..

(Source of information:  Briarcliff Manor 50th Anniversary celebration notes in Library Clippings Collection, 
Vol. 1, p. 36.) 

Washroom in Dalmeny Road Dormatory
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Lt. John Kelvin Koelsch

A few years ago the Briarcliff Man-
or-Scarborough Historical Society 
became aware of a serious omis-
sion with respect to Lt. John Kel-
vin Koelsch.   Lt. Koelsch was the 
recipient of the country’s highest 
military honor, the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, awarded to him 

posthumously by President Eisenhower.  Although he is hon-
ored by Westchester County in Lasdon Park in Katonah as 
well as at the Town of Mount Pleasant offices in Valhalla, his 
valor has been practically unknown and unmentioned in his 
hometown, the Village of Briarcliff Manor. 
 

BMSHS member, Barry Bosak, sought 
information and documentation 
about Lt. Koelsch’s life in Briarcliff 
Manor and his service record from a 
living aunt in Texas, Princeton Uni-
versity ROTC and a judge in Connect-

icut who was a fellow classmate, Class of 1945. 
 
We scoured our archives.   Among the Communiques, a 
monthly publication compiled by local Briarcliff people dur-
ing WWII and sent to people in the armed forces, Lt. Koelsch’s 
name is first mentioned in July 1943 and continues monthly 
until the last issue of September 1945.  (Incidentally, he had 
two brothers who were also in the war at the same time!)
 
We campaigned for a memorial for him in Law Park, along 
with the other veterans.  We succeeded and a patriotic cer-
emony will take place on Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2016 
to unveil a plaque noting his heroism.  Lt. Koelsch went on to 
fly helicopters in the Korean War, where he died in 1951 in a 
prison camp – displaying “conspicuous gallantry” to the end.  
He was 28 years old.
 
We invite you to join us in November to honor Lt. John Kel-
vin Koelsch.

2016 BMHS Annual Meeting

L t .  J o h n  K e l v i n  K o e l s c h
A  S o n  o f  B r i a r c l i f f  M a n o r - S c a r b o r o u g h 

D i e d  i n  K o r e a  1 0 - 1 6 - 1 9 51
R e c i p i e n t  o f  M e d a l  o f  H o n o r  -  1 9 5 5

 “ C o n s p i c u o u s  G a l l a n t r y ”

M Y S T E R Y  S O LV E D

L t .  J o h n  K e l v i n  K o e l s c h
A  S o n  o f  B r i a r c l i f f  M a n o r - S c a r b o r o u g h 

D i e d  i n  K o r e a  1 0 - 1 6 - 1 9 51
R e c i p i e n t  o f  M e d a l  o f  H o n o r  -  1 9 5 5

 “ C o n s p i c u o u s  G a l l a n t r y ”

M Y S T E R Y  S O LV E D
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Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough History You Should Know
Mrs. Dow’s School:  A Brief History

at the top of Elm Road, bordered by Tuttle Road

In 1903, wishing to expand his vision for Briarcliff Manor, 
Walter W. Law enticed a friend away from Miss Porter’s 
School to start a top finishing school for girls in Briarcliff 
Manor. Mary Elizabeth Dunning had been a student at Miss 
Porter’s School in Farmington, Connecticut.  In 1884 Miss 
Porter hired her former student, with whom she began to 
share more of her duties as head of school.  From then until 
her death in 1900, Miss Porter gradually relinquished her 
control of the school to Mrs. Dow.  

A conflict between Mrs. Dow and Miss Porter’s nephew 
developed after she died and escalated.  In 1903 her friend, 
Walter Law, prevailed upon Mrs. Dow to start a school in 
Briarcliff Manor.  She quickly accepted and brought 16 fac-
ulty and 140 students of Miss Porter’s to town to start what 
we know as Mrs. Dow’s School.  The school began at the 
Briarcliff Lodge in 1903; two years later, Walter Law gave 
Mrs. Dow 35 acres at the top of Elm Road and built the large, 
beautiful red brick, chateauesque building, whose architect 
was Harold Van Buren Magonigle. The 82,000 sq. ft building 
initially contained state of the art classrooms, library, gymna-
sium, and an infirmary as well as dorm rooms.   Mr. Mago-
nigle is known primarily for his designs of monuments like 
the Fireman’s Memorial in Riverside Park, and the National 
Maine Monument at Columbus Circle, both in Manhattan.  
However, it is a historically important building not only as 
one of the few buildings designed by this famous architect, 
but also as one of the last Gilded Age buildings in the village.

Mrs. Dow’s School was the “Grand Dame” of several exclu-
sive private schools in the village.  Although it started as a 
“finishing” school for young women, in 1919 it began to of-
fer college preparatory courses.  The school continued to ex-
pand its college level courses and in 1933 became Briarcliff 
Junior College.   In 1952 the Army Map Service selected it 

as the only college in the country to provide professional 
training in cartography.  The name was changed to Briarcliff 
College in 1957 when it had a 4-year program. But Briarcliff 
College was caught up in the social upheaval of the 1960s 
and 1970s and suffered declining enrollments.   In 1977 the 
all-girls college was limping and was purchased by Pace 
College, now Pace University.  Now Pace has decided to sell 
the Briarcliff campus, 
and the future of Dow 
Hall is in play.

The Briarcliff Manor-
Scarborough Histori-
cal Society possesses 
two charming, valu-
able scrapbooks lov-
ingly put together with 
dance cards & dried 
roses.  We have a large 
collection of photo-
graphs of events and 
classes. We can also 
see in the background 
of photos when what 
we know as Tuttle 
Road was vacant and 
there were very few 
other buildings nearby.

This imposing building and the history it represents are im-
portant parts of the fabric of this village.  Mrs. Dow’s School 
helped “put Briarcliff Manor on the map.”   Doubtless, it 
added to our reputation as a community with an intense in-
terest and support of education.  

The Board of the Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough Historical 
Society can only advocate and educate.  We think it would 
be a terrible shame if this important part of our village were 
destroyed when this property changes hands.  We are en-
deavoring to help people of the village know its rich history 
and value.  We don’t want it to be gone “overnight” and then 
despair that we hadn’t helped people understand its value.  
We encourage you to find your way to the top of Elm Road, 
request permission to enter from the security person, and 
drive into the campus just to see the beautiful red brick Mrs. 
Dow’s School from the outside.  Its future in our village is 
unknown.  Stay tuned as news develops and remember our 
motto  and mission

Caretakers of Our Heritage

Mrs. Dow’s School for Girls, original building

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Dow, 
Head Mistress, 1903-1919



P.O. Box 11, Briarcliff Manor, New York 10510

Look for BMSHS information in your emails, on the Village Community Events Banner, our newsletters, The Gazette, the 
bulletin board outside the EOCW Historical Center, Facebook, our website www.briarcliffhistory.org and the Briarcliff Library 
announcements bulletin board. And we welcome your phone calls to us at 941-4393 and email at mail@briarcliffhistory.org

Officers
Karen Smith - President
Vice President - Open
Carine Feist - Secretary
Arnie Feist  - Treasurer

Trustees
George Behling (2019)
Anna Bogdanow (2019)
Bob Fetonti (2018)
Patty Henderson (2018)
Tom McGarrity (2017)
Larisa Wayne-Paulmeno (2017)
Alexander Vastola (2016)
Kathleen Zawacki (2017)

Dear Members and Friends (Those-Who-Are Not-Yet-Members) -- Please show your support for the Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough 
Historical Society’s mission by becoming a member or renewing your membership for 2016 (our fiscal year and membership dues year  
is the calendar year).  Your support is vital to us as we share our history through the newsletter, offer special programs and reach out to 
you through our website.    Please renew, join us with your 2016 membership or send along an extra donation.  If you have any questions 
or suggestions, please contact us anytime at mail@briarcliffhistory.org or 941-4393.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MEMBERSHIP TYPE    New  _____       Renewal_____

Name ________________________________________________________Phone Number__________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________Email Address ________________________________

City ______________________________________________________________    State____________   Zip Code_______________

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL  
Benefactor $300___              Patron $200___              Sponsor $100___              Family $50___              Seniors (2) $40___

Senior (1) $20___              Individual $30___ Scholarship $_________ Extra Donation $__________

Additional contributions always welcome.  
Please make your check payable to BMSHS and mail to PO Box 11, Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510


